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blackmailed with impunity we shall have to put up
with the wide prevalence of preventible venereal
diseases. The present status of the English prosti-
tute leads to the community not only being in-
fected with venereal diseases but also degraded in
character. So long as the purchase of a woman's
person for a short time is associated with nothing
more than an act of pure physical relief on the man's
part the indulgence in which entitles him to treat
her like dirt and even to bilk her with impunity, we
shall always have among us the same attitude of
brutish stupidity that to-day prevails among most
men in regard to sex problems. Such a state of
things in itself perpetuates the attitude of shirking
any moral or intellectual grasp of the problem ; and
though I hate few things more than Puritanism yet
I cannot but be grateful to the Puritans for the
reaction to better things that their odd activities
and eccentric notions have produced. Josephine
Butler and W. T. Stead may possibly be denounced
as cranks, but the community owes far more to such
cranks than to the average sensual man, who is of
course the same person as the average " sensible "
man. The cranks of this country have at least
saved us from the degrading and futile system of
inspection that is associated with State-regulated
prostitution on the Continent. They may quite
possibly protest against the present measures that
the British Government is taking to preserve soldiers
and sailors from venereal disease by supplying them
with suitable appliances for the purpose; but be-
hind all such protests, however ill-advised, there will
always be a reverence for human liberty and dignity